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Torsion Bar Antenna (TOBA)
TOBA : TOrsion-Bar Antenna 

・Gravity gradiometer using two torsion pendulums

・Resonant frequency of torsion pendulum ~ mHz


‣Sensitive to low frequency ( ~ 0.1Hz)

・Target sensitivity h ~ 10-19 / √Hz @ 0.1 Hz with 10 m bars


‣Limited by noises coming from quantumness of laser light
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Phase-I

(2009)

10-8/√Hz @ 0.1 Hz

(Established)

Principle Test

- Room Temp.

- 25cm TM(s)

10-15/√Hz @ 0.1 Hz 
(Design)

Cryogenic Test

- Cryo. Temp. (4K)

- 35cm TMs

10-19/√Hz @ 0.1 Hz

(Target)

Goal

Phase-II

(2015)

- Cryo. Temp. (4K)

- 10m TMs

3.4 ねじれ振り子

図 3.3: 本実験で用いたねじれ振り子の写真
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5 Experiments 5.1 Setup
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Figure 5.2: A picure of the detector.
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potential sensitivity and scientific possibility in modern
technologies.

Principle of a torsion-bar antenna.—A TOBA is com-
prised of two bar-shaped test masses, arranged parallel to
the x-y plane and orthogonal to each other (Fig. 1). Each
bar is supported at its center, so as to rotate around the
z axis. When GWs pass through this antenna, tidal forces
by the GWs will appear as differential angular changes in
these bars. These changes are extracted as a GW signal by
using a sensitive sensor, such as a laser interferometer.

The rotation angle ! of a test-mass bar from the original
position is obtained by the equation of motion

I €!þ " _!þ #! ¼ FGWðtÞ; (1)

where FGW is the torque caused by the GWand " and # are
the damping factor and spring constant of the restoring
torque by the support, respectively. The moment of inertia
of the test mass is expressed as I ¼ R

$ðx2 þ y2ÞdV, where
$ and V are the density and volume of the test mass,
respectively. Assuming that the antenna is much smaller
than the wavelength of target GWs, the torque caused by a
GW with an amplitude of hij is expressed as

FGWðtÞ ¼ 1
4q

ij €hijðtÞ; (2)

by using dynamic quadrupole moment qij [16]. For bar
rotation, q11 ¼ %q22 ¼ %R

$ð2xyÞdV and q12 ¼ q21 ¼R
$ðx2 % y2ÞdV.
Here, we consider the response of a test-mass bar ar-

ranged along the x direction to GWs traveling along the z
axis, h11 ¼ %h22 ¼ hþ and h12 ¼ %h21 ¼ h&, where hþ
and h& denote the amplitudes of two independent polar-
izations (plus and cross modes, respectively) of incident
GWs. In an approximation that the test-mass bar freely
rotate around the z axis (" ' 1 and # ' 1), Eq. (1) results
in a simple equation, !1 ¼ %h&=2, where % is a shape
factor of the test mass; % ¼ q12=I ’ 1 in the case of a thin
bar. Another test-mass bar, arranged along the y axis,
rotates with an opposite sign as !2 ¼ %%h&=2. The re-
sultant output of the antenna is expressed as

!diffðtÞ ( !1 % !2 ¼ %h&ðtÞ: (3)

GWs with a cross polarization are observed as differential
angular fluctuations of the test-mass bars [17].

Now, we consider the situation that the antenna is rotat-
ing around the z axis with an angular velocity of!rot. In an

approximation that rotation is sufficiently slow, the re-
sponse of the antenna is expressed as

€! diff ¼ %½ €h& cosð2!rottÞ þ €hþ sinð2!rottÞ*; (4)

by calculating the torque, Eq. (2), in a coordinate rotating
with the antenna. This indicates that the GW signal is
modulated by the rotation; a GW signal with an angular
frequency of !g is up- and down-converted to appear at
!g + 2!rot frequencies. Equation (4) results in

!diff ’ %
!
!g

2!rot

"
2
½h& cosð2!rottÞ þ hþ sinð2!rottÞ*; (5)

in the case of !g ' !rot. The low-frequency GW signal is
up-converted to signals at an angular frequency of 2!rot.
Equation (5) also shows that two polarization components
of incident GWs are extracted from two quadrature phases
of the antenna output.
Advantages of torsion-bar antenna.—A TOBA has sig-

nificant features in both ground-based and space-borne
designs. As a ground-based antenna, a TOBA is a novel
approach to observe low-frequency GWs. In a usual
ground-based interferometric antenna, a test-mass mirror
is suspended as a pendulum to behave as a free mass in the
horizontal plane. Conversely, it has almost no fundamental
sensitivity to GWs below the resonant frequency of the
pendulum (around 1 Hz). In a TOBA, a test-mass bar is
supported as a torsion pendulum, with a low resonant
frequency on the order of a few millihertz in the rotational
degree of freedom. Thus, a TOBA has a fundamental
sensitivity to low-frequency GWs.
The modulation and up-conversion scheme by antenna

rotation is favorable for the observation of low-frequency
GWs below a few millihertz. Here, we note that the ob-
servation run may be an intermittent one; the observation
can be a series of data-taking operations with rotation and
reverse rotation. The up-conversion of the GW signal is
also advantageous from a practical perspective. Modu-
lation prevents various types of low-frequency noises that
are difficult to suppress, such as drifts of instruments
caused by daily or seasonal changes in the environment
and 1=f noises of electronics in sensors and controllers.
As a space antenna, a TOBA has good compatibility

with spin-stabilized spacecraft. In a spacecraft, spinning
itself is a simple and robust way to maintain its attitude
with a gyro effect, without additional disturbances from
attitude controllers. ATOBA, with its rotation axis aligned
with that of the spacecraft spin, has a wide observation
band from the low-frequency limit determined by the ob-
servation time. Another advantage in a space configuration
is that the antenna is free from gravity-gradient and seismic
noises caused by ground motions.
Sensitivity limits.—The fundamental sensitivity of a

TOBA is limited by the thermal fluctuation of the bars,
readout noise of the angular motion, and effects of the bar
support, as detailed in Refs. [1,18]. We estimate the con-
tributions of these noises in the case where a cylindrical bar
is suspended as a torsion pendulum at its center, and its

FIG. 1 (color online). Principle of a torsion-bar antenna. Two
orthogonal bars feel differential torques by incident gravitational
waves.
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Design Sensitivity
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Setup of Phase-III TOBA

5

78 Chapter 5. Design of Phase-III TOBA

Figure 5.1: Configuration of Phase-III TOBA.

from the vibration introduction via the cooling components. That problem is
serious especially in a torsion pendulum which is sensitive to tiny forces. Ef-
fective heat extraction is therefore essential for the cooling system to minimize
the vibration transfer.

In this subsection, the configuration of the mechanical suspension system
and the actuator to control it is described first. Then the cryogenic equipments
and components are explained.

Suspension system

The suspension configuration and the parameters of the masses are shown in
Fig. 5.2 and Table 5.1, respectively. The suspension system consists of five
masses, which are separated into two suspension sequences. Two test masses,
TM1 and TM2, are suspended orthogonally (Fig. 5.3) from the intermediate
mass (IM1), and the optical bench (OB) is suspended from another interme-
diate mass (IM2). Both of the intermediate masses are suspended from the
active vibration isolation stage. The horizontal rotations of the TMs are ex-
cited in the opposite direction to each other in response to gravity gradient
fluctuation. Such differential rotation is measured with the optics on the opti-

Active Vibration Isolation System

・ Reduction of vibration at the 

suspension point

・ Reduction of vibration 

induced cryocooler


Optical System

・ Rotation measurement by 

high-sensitive wave front 
sensor


・ Monolithic interferometer for 
reducing readout noise

Cryogenic Suspension 
System

・Cooling TMs to 4K

・High-Q suspension 

wire

This Talk
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Monolithic Interferometer
・Monolithic interferometer (MI)

๏ Glued optics on a base plate

๏ Adopted in the field of GW detectors

๏ Good sensitivity around 0.1 Hz (e.g. 3.5 x 10-14m/√Hz for LPF [1] )

๏ Need to special care for alignment


Previous cases: room temperature


TOBA: cryogenic temperature


‣ Test whether optics survive at 4 K or not


‣ Achieve laser shot-noise limited sensitivity

[1] Armano et al., PRL 116, 231101 (2016)           [2]  Chwalla et al., CQG 33, 245015 (2016)
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7.2. Construction of the optical bench and telescope simulator

Re!ecting component alignment requirements fall in to two categories: those requiring align-
ment at the  ∼50 µm level, and those at the sub-µm level. The lower precision alignments 
were achieved using CNC machined brass templates to locate the components, and the high 
precision alignments were achieved using the adjustable precision bonding technique—both 
techniques are described in [19, 20].

The precision aligned components were: PCO1 and BS11 on the TS, and BS21 on the 
OB. M20 and M31 on the OB were adjustably aligned to compensate for tolerance build-up. 
Figure 7 shows a picture of the second template used for the TS, and the completed bench with 
the three ‘legs’ of the tip-tilt mount.

All components that are not hydroxide catalysis bonded are glued to Kapton tape stuck to 
the baseplate. This system allows the removal of the glued components should it be required. 

Figure 6. Photograph of a Tx FIOS being bonded to the OB baseplate. The FIOS 
has been pre-aligned in height by bonding it to a mounting post whilst monitoring 
and optimising the beam propagation vector relative to the L-shaped Zerodur® sub-
baseplate. The ruby ball in the foreground is 8 mm in diameter.

Figure 7. Left: Second template for bonding lower precision alignment optical 
components of the telescope simulator. The template has pockets with ball bearings 
for positioning the components to be bonded and cut outs for the already bonded 
components. Right: completed telescope simulator.

M Chwalla et alClass. Quantum Grav. 33 (2016) 245015

Example of MI [2]
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https://journals.aps.org/prl/abstract/10.1103/PhysRevLett.116.231101
https://iopscience.iop.org/article/10.1088/0264-9381/33/24/245015
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Component Selection
Component selection is on going
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Construction Bench
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Cryogenic 
Temp.

Basic Optical Design

・Read displacement of each arm cavity independently (2 laser)

・Feedback to each laser’s frequency

・Measure beat frequency to read differential motion (= yaw rotation)
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Summary
・TOBA is a gravity gradiometer using torsion pendulum(s)

๏ Final goal is to achieve noise level limited by quantumness of light


・Monolithic interferometer has been developed to reduce readout 
noise

✓Component selection was done

✓Construction bench was designed


‣ Construction test will be done in the near future
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